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“This book will be of great use to many behavioral and social researchers who use quantitative meth-
ods to analyze longitudinal data. Its defining contribution is that it teaches researchers to analyze data
wisely. Through many examples, it helps people look at their data using a variety of graphical and
tabular techniques. It encourages people to formulate sensible models in light of their research ques-
tions. It teaches people to view such models as tentative representations, subject to criticism and
revision based on data. It wages a much-needed struggle against overly formulaic thinking tha is all
too common in the everyday practice of statistical analysis in social science.”

—Stephen W. Raudenbush, Professor of Education and Statistics, Senior Research
Scientist, Survey Research Center, School of Education, University of Michigan

“Longitudinal data are often essential for understanding the dynamics of social and other systems.
Recent methodological developments in multilevel and event history data modeling have made it
possible to handle such data efficiently and informatively. This book provides a valuable exploration
of the application of this methodology, within a likelihood framework, to real data using careful and
clear descriptions of procedures. Particularly important is the attention given by the authors to the
assumptions built into their statistical models. This book will provide a useful resource for the applied
researcher who wishes to gain insight into the analysis of longitudinal data and to be guided through
the various stages of an analysis.”

—Harvey Goldstein, Professor of Statistical Methods,
University of London, Institute of Education

“This is a clearly written book on longitudinal analysis, multi-level models, and survival analysis by two
outstanding classroom teachers. Building systematically from elementary ideas to advanced data analysis,
it will be a great resource for students and investigators in the social and biomedical sciences.”

—James H. Ware, Frederick Mosteller Professor of
Biostatistics, Harvard School of Public Health



